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The distinguished antiquarian, Babu Ramdas
Sen, wrote a short poem on the great poet of Bengal,
Michael Madhusudan Dutt, which Sir Gooroodass
translated into English. Perhaps this was his first
attempt to write verses in English. I have already
informed my readers that Sir Gooroodass was a
great admirer of Michael's writings. He was,
however, not slow to point out where the great
poet fell short of reaching that height of imagina-
tion and high standard of poetry which have made
the author of "Sakuntala" and "Kumara Sambhaba"
immortal for ever. He was also a great admirer
of Dr. Rabindranath Tagore's writings, but his
admiration was not always unqualified. The writer
on many occasions happened to discuss the subject
with him and Sir Gooroodass's complaint against
Rabindranath was that many passages in the
early writings of the great poet were hazy
and failed to give a distinct and clear impression of
the author's ideas. The grave charge that he used
to make against Rabindranath was that some of
his works, particularly some of the novels and lyric
poems, contained hidden in them a vein of sensuous-
ness and displayed unwarranted contempt of the old
traditions and customs of the Hindu society and a
damaging estimate of some of the Pauranic charac-
ters which the Hindu community in all ages have
worshipped as ideal characters and which have so
greatly helped to build up the national life. He
used to observe that the eyes of the people have
been dazzled by the glare of Rabindranath's genius,
but it would not do to say that because the full